
 

 

  



Everything AB4IR 
Digital Youth Festival 

 

AB4IR hosted its inaugural Digital Youth 

Festival during the month of June 2021 in 

line with celebration of Youth Month in 

South Africa.  Digital Youth Festival (DYF) 

is a platform created to raise awareness 

and showcase available opportunities in 

the digital creative industries. DYF seeks to 

promote innovation and 

entrepreneurship amongst the youth and 

expose them to the digital economy 

while encouraging them to be innovators 

and participate in technological 

revolution.  

The festival was launched on 10 and 11 

June 2021 at the AB4IR premises in 

Tshwane South TVET College, Odi 

Campus in Mabopane recording a 

physical attendance of 123 delegates 

and 3287 attending virtually through 

various platforms. 

The second leg of the festival took place in 

Limpopo at Vhembe TVET College, 

Makwarela Campus on 17 and 18 June 

2021 and it was physically attended by 123 

delegates and 2153 virtually. The last leg of 

the festival took place on 24 and 25 June 

2021 in Eastern Cape, Gqeberha 

(previously known as Port Elizabeth) at the 

Dolphins Leap Conference & Events 

Centre and it was attended by 51 

delegates physically and 2184 delegates 

virtually. 

 

The Digital Youth Festival managed to 

attract a number of attendances virtually 

and physically in line with Covid-19 

restrictions.  The highlights of the event 

included the virtual reality space where 

the youth interacted on augmented reality 

games.  Vhembe TVET college saw value 

on the opportunities created by the event 

for the youth in the Limpopo province and 

they indicated that they are looking 

forward to hosting the festival again next 

year and they called upon the private and 

public sectors to come on board to make 

the event bigger and better event. 

 



In the Eastern Cape, Gqeberha, the event was blessed with the presence of Cllr 

Jonathan Lawack, a former Nelson Mandela Bay speaker, was elected January 2020 

as his DA’s, new caucus leader in the city, who welcomed all the attendees to the 

Nelson Mandela Bay City on behalf of the Mayor, the Deputy Minister of the 

Department of Small Business Development Mrs Rosemary Zoleka Langa-Capa Seda 

Board Chairperson (Dr Joy Ndlovu), the Seda Board Deputy Chairperson (Ms Nomso 

Kana), Seda Acting Executive Manager (Mr Tervern Jaftha) and Seda Provincial 

Manager (Mr Siphiwo Soga) participated in the programme.   

“As the Department of Small Business, we are excited to have attended the Digital 

Youth Festival in  Gqeberha municipality to talk further about the platform that gives 

us an opportunity to explore opportunities available for the youth within the digital 

creative sectors and effectively unpacking necessary strategies that can create an 

easy access to support, digital and creative  innovations and skills development 

programs to capacitate youth for employment and or entrepreneurship-“ said Mrs 

Rosemary Zoleka Langa-Capa, Deputy Minister of the Department of Small Business 

Development.  

Overall, the DYF attracted at least 7 921 participants both physically and virtually with 

the reach still growing as it was online and physical event. The feedback was positive 

in all three provinces, The recommendation on the upcoming Digital Youth Festival 

from the partners and the youth was that there is a need to expand to allow the event 

to also include gaming, animation, and virtual reality.  The event attracted a good 

pipeline of youth that are interested in the space, and they have been linked with 

various organisation to further receive assistance.  

Following a successful event and collaborations with partners, AB4IR will also be 

meeting with Nemisa to explore more opportunities in the animation space for 

development of the youth in South Africa. AB4IR would like to thank Seda Gauteng 

Provincial office, Virtual Realities, Tshwane University of Technology, Vhembe TVET 

College and Naspers Labs that sponsored some of the activities of the DYF and 

contributed towards making the impossible, possible. We are grateful for the 

partnership forged with the Vhembe TVET College and its Centre for Entrepreneurship.  

We look forward to hosting the event in a more interactive way in the next year after 

all, the future truly is digital. 



 



  



 

  



Skinnyboy Studios made the ITTHYNK Game Jam 

shortlist 

 
 

Skinnyboy Studios, one of our incubated start-ups, participated in the ITTHYNK Game 

Jam competition hosted by the ITTHYNK Smart Solutions in June 2021. The company 

was shortlisted to participate in the competition where they pitched their game to a 

live panel of judges. The company was successful in their pitch where they received 

a special recognition by the judges to receive 6 months business and technical 

support and they might receive financial support towards their game development 

as well. 

  



Technology  

Windows 11 
 

Finally, a first look at Windows 11. Here are all the new features and details about 

Microsoft's big update you need to know.  
 

  
It is official: Windows 11 is on the way. At a virtual event on Thursday 24 June 2021, 

Microsoft unveiled "the next generation of Windows," with some big changes to the 

long-standing operating system, including its first name change in six years. The 

update comes shortly after Microsoft rolled out the latest version of Windows 10, 

the Windows 10 May 2021 update (also known as version 21H1).   

Windows 11 includes a bunch of new features, including the ability to download and 

run Android apps on your Windows PC and updates to Microsoft Teams, the Start 

menu and the overall look of the software, which is more clean and Mac-like in design. 

Here is every detail known so far about Windows 11.  
 

What new features will Windows 11 include?  

Here are a few of the standout new features in Windows 11:  

• A new, more Mac-like interface.  

Windows 11 features a clean design with rounded corners, pastel shades 

and a centred Start menu and Taskbar.   
 

• Integrated Android apps.  

Android apps will be coming to Windows 11 and installable from within the 

new Microsoft Store via the Amazon Appstore. (There were a couple of ways to 

access Android apps on Windows 10, including if you had a Samsung Galaxy 

phone, but this will make it native.) 

   

https://www.cnet.com/news/microsofts-windows-11-announcement-all-the-free-upgrades-coming-this-fall/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-unveiled-new-mac-like-design-and-tons-of-new-features/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/new-windows-10-may-2021-update-is-here-how-to-download-and-everything-else-to-know/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/android-apps-on-windows-11-yup-how-it-works-which-apps-you-get-when-to-download/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/android-apps-on-windows-11-yup-how-it-works-which-apps-you-get-when-to-download/
https://www.cnet.com/news/microsoft-teams-is-beefed-up-in-windows-11-and-apple-facetime-better-watch-out/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-microsoft-moved-the-start-menu-its-first-significant-revamp-in-6-years/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-microsoft-moved-the-start-menu-its-first-significant-revamp-in-6-years/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-unveiled-new-mac-like-design-and-tons-of-new-features/
https://www.cnet.com/news/microsoft-is-bringing-android-apps-to-your-windows-11-devices/
https://www.cnet.com/news/microsoft-unveils-new-microsoft-store-for-windows-11-lets-developers-keep-all-the-money/
https://www.cnet.com/news/psyched-for-android-apps-on-windows-11-heres-how-you-can-already-use-some-now/
https://www.cnet.com/news/psyched-for-android-apps-on-windows-11-heres-how-you-can-already-use-some-now/


 

• Widgets.  

While they've been around for a while (remember desktop gadgets on 

Windows Vista?), including in a recent Windows 10 update, you can 

now access widgets directly from the Taskbar and personalize them to see 

whatever you'd like.   
 

• Microsoft Teams integration.  

Teams is getting a facelift and will be integrated directly into the Windows 11 

taskbar, making it easier to access (and a bit more like Apple's FaceTime). You 

will be able to access teams from Windows, Mac, Android, or iOS.   
 

• Xbox tech for better gaming.  

Windows 11 will get certain features found in Xbox consoles, like Auto HDR 

and Direct Storage, to improve gaming on your Windows PC.   
 

• Better virtual desktop support.  

Windows 11 will let you set up virtual desktops in a way that's more similar to 

Macs, toggling between multiple desktops at once for personal, work, school 

or gaming use.   
 

• Easier transition from monitor to laptop, and better multitasking.  

The new OS includes features called Snap Groups and Snap Layouts -- 

collections of the apps you are using at once that sit in the taskbar and can 

come up or be minimized at the same time for easier task switching. They also 

let you plug and unplug from a monitor more easily, without losing where your 

open windows are located.   
 

Images of Windows 11 were leaked about a week before the event, so we had an 

idea of some features ahead of time.   
 

 

 

When will Microsoft release Windows 11?  

Windows 11 will be available as an early beta download next week, and as a public 

beta in July. It will begin rolling out to all compatible PCs and new PCs around the 

2021 holiday season -- so likely November or December. It will continue rolling out into 

2022.   

https://www.cnet.com/how-to/windows-10-add-weather-news-and-stocks-to-your-taskbar-heres-how/
https://www.cnet.com/news/microsoft-widgets-windows-11-personalized-interests-at-a-glance/
https://www.cnet.com/news/microsoft-teams-is-beefed-up-in-windows-11-and-apple-facetime-better-watch-out/
https://www.cnet.com/news/what-windows-11-means-for-gamers/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-lets-your-desktop-adapt-to-you-how-microsofts-widgets-multiple-desktops-work/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-screenshots-reportedly-leak-online/
https://www.cnet.com/news/release-date-windows-11-microsoft-free-update-when-you-can-install/
https://www.cnet.com/news/release-date-windows-11-microsoft-free-update-when-you-can-install/


 

  

How to download Windows 11 once it is out?   

Once Windows 11 becomes generally available around the holidays, you 

will download it the same way you would with any new version of Windows. Most users 

will go to Settings > Update & Security > Windows Update and clicking Check 

for Updates. If available, you will see Feature update to Windows 11. Click Download 

and install.  
 

Will it be free to upgrade to Windows 11?  

If you're already a Windows 10 user, Windows 11 will appear as a free upgrade to 

your machine.   

For more, check out every feature we wanted in Windows 11 but didn't get, everything 

to know about the most recent Windows 10 May 2021 update, the best Windows 10 

hidden features we've found and six simple security changes all Windows 10 users 

need to make.  

  

https://www.cnet.com/how-to/windows-11-price-compatibility-release-date-and-

features-for-microsofts-big-new-update/    

  

https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-will-be-free-update-heres-how-youll-download-it-if-youre-eligible/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-will-be-free-update-heres-how-youll-download-it-if-youre-eligible/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-11-everything-we-wanted-to-see-but-didnt/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/new-windows-10-may-2021-update-is-here-how-to-download-and-everything-else-to-know/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-10-update-is-here-make-sure-you-know-these-top-tips-and-tricks/
https://www.cnet.com/news/windows-10-update-is-here-make-sure-you-know-these-top-tips-and-tricks/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/secure-your-windows-10-machine-in-6-easy-steps-heres-how/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/secure-your-windows-10-machine-in-6-easy-steps-heres-how/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/windows-11-price-compatibility-release-date-and-features-for-microsofts-big-new-update/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/windows-11-price-compatibility-release-date-and-features-for-microsofts-big-new-update/


Gaming 
Pixel Bar collaborates with Cooldown to host 

esports tournament. 

Leeds-based esports and video game bar Pixel Bar has announced a partnership with 

esports viewing party platform Cooldown. As a result, Pixel Bar will host a community 

League of Legends tournament on September 26th. 

 
 

According to the release, the competition will have a minimum £1,000 prize pool with 

plans to increase the figure before the finals take place. Registration for the 

tournament is open until July with weekly online qualifiers taking place from August 

2nd until there are four teams remaining. 

Pixel Bar’s Director, Craig Ryan, commented: “We’re delighted to be partnering with 

Cooldown to bring one of the biggest UK esports events of the year to Pixel Bar. This 

event is open to anybody in the UK and we hope to see some rising talent making it 

to the live finals later this year. 

Cooldown is a new platform that was launched by brewing company AB InBev. The 

platform provides esports fans with the ability to find and set up viewing parties in local 

bars across the UK. On launch day, Cooldown announced a partnership with North 

American organisation OpTic Gaming.  

So, for those of you looking to see what UK esports competition looks like, you will be 

able to stream it once the link goes live of Cooldown. 

https://esportsinsider.com/2021/06/pixel-bar-collaborates-with-cooldown-to-host-

esports-tournament/  

 

 

https://thecooldown.gg/
https://esportsinsider.com/2021/06/pixel-bar-collaborates-with-cooldown-to-host-esports-tournament/
https://esportsinsider.com/2021/06/pixel-bar-collaborates-with-cooldown-to-host-esports-tournament/


Animation 
Cape Town International Animation Festival – The 

Animation Xchange 

 

The Cape Town International Animation Festival hosted The Animation Xchange and 

invited Hector Abraham Torres, a character rigger at Sony Pictures image works 

(Animation Division) to deliver motivation, inspiration, and speak about his experience 

in the field.  

Hector speaks about what it takes to stay in the animation industry and shares the 

books that he feels that you should read as an animator. Hector also shares some tips 

and tricks about character rigging with one of his own creations using Autodesk Maya, 

how he managed to achieve working at Sony Pictures and shares some of his 

accomplishments when he started working on big projects. 

 

 

“If you want to work in top Animation Studios and big projects, 

you need to learn to adapt to different countries and different 

situations, but it is totally worth it.” 

-Hector Abraham Torres 

 

People that attended the event also shared their work which is sure to spark more 

motivation and inspiration for animators everywhere. 

 

If you want to learn more visit the link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF6sYVQjBD0&t=4380s  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF6sYVQjBD0&t=4380s


News around Africa 
Naspers invests R42 million in Cape-founded tech 

company. 
 

 

Naspers has announced a R42 million investment in Cape Town-

founded, WhereIsMyTransport through its early-stage tech investment vehicle. 

The investment is part of a R201 million funding round led by Naspers Foundry, Cathay 

AfricInvest Innovation Fund, and SBI Investment. 

WhereIsMyTransport is a mobility technology company that maps formal and informal 

public transport networks and uses this data and technology to improve the public 

transport experience. 

It aims to make the public commute more reliable, predictable, safe, inclusive and 

accessible for millions of people in highly populated megacities. 

It licences these mobility datasets to governments, development finance institutions, 

NGOs, operators and third-party solution developers for the purpose of research, 

analytics, insights and consumer & enterprise solutions. 

https://businesstech.co.za/news/technology/496451/naspers-invests-r42-million-in-cape-founded-

tech-company/  

  

https://www.whereismytransport.com/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/technology/496451/naspers-invests-r42-million-in-cape-founded-tech-company/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/technology/496451/naspers-invests-r42-million-in-cape-founded-tech-company/


News around the world  
Huawei opens its largest Global Cyber Security and 

Privacy Protection Transparency center  
 

  

On June 9, 2021, Huawei opened its largest cyber security and privacy protection 

transparency center in Dongguan, China. At the event, the company also 

announced the “Huawei Product Security Baseline” white paper that revealed the 

structure and administration exercises.  

On this occasion, Huawei officials interacted with stakeholders such as consumers, 

suppliers, clients, and associated firms in the industry to find out their point of view on 

the subject.  

Huawei believes that professional life, business partnership, and activities revolve 

around digital technology. But as we know everything has its own price and with the 

advancement in new technologies in the digital industry, privacy has also become 

more and more vulnerable.  

 

https://www.huaweicentral.com/huawei-opens-its-largest-global-cyber-security-and-privacy-

protection-transparency-center/  

  

https://www.huaweicentral.com/huawei-opens-its-largest-global-cyber-security-and-privacy-protection-transparency-center/
https://www.huaweicentral.com/huawei-opens-its-largest-global-cyber-security-and-privacy-protection-transparency-center/
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