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Everything AB4IR 

 

Worldwide Women in Innovation, Incubation and 

Technology Summit:  W-WIITS 2021 

AB4IR CALLS FOR MORE WOMEN TO TAKE UP SPACE IN THE DIGITAL SECTOR 

 

Tshwane, Thursday, 29 July 2021- Studies conducted by UNDP Africa has found that 

women in the tech industry constitute only 28% of professionals in the sector 

worldwide, and just 30% in Sub-Saharan Africa. These statistics highlight the huge gap 

between women and men in exploring careers in science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics, collectively.  To address this glaring gender imbalanced society 

where women are not provided with the same opportunities, AB4IR, the Digital 

Innovation Hub located in Mabopane at the Tshwane South TVET College will host its 

second annual Worldwide Women in Innovation, Incubation and Technology Summit 

(W-WIITS) virtually on Wednesday, 25 and Thursday, 26 August 2021. 

 

The summit will be hosted in line with celebration of Women’s month in the South 

African calendar, where women are recognized for their strength, ability to adapt 

and courage whilst celebrating today’s generation of women who in their respective 

areas have broken barriers in the ICT sector and continue to strive irrespective of 

challenges experienced.  

The objective of the summit is to address the gender parities and plight of women in 

the ICT environment and associated sectors. The first inaugural summit was hosted 

virtually on 28 August 2020 and it had 26 speakers representing 12 countries and 5 

continents who are pioneers and trailblazers in the field of Innovation, Incubation and 

Technology globally. 
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Follow our conversations on all our social media platforms for updates and news bites, 

as we lead up to the event. Together we can increase awareness around the l 

challenges experienced by women in the ICT sector and bring about meaningful 

change now and for the generations to come. 

Ends… 

Visit: 

www.w-wiits.com 

www.AB4IR.org.za 

Twitter: @ab4ir_sa 

Facebook: @AB4IR 

Instagram: @AB4IR_sa  

 

For more information and for media interviews, please contact: 

Ms Ingrid Mhlophe 

Business Development Manager 

(+27) 012 023 1761 

ingridm@ab4ir.org  

Over 300 women and men delegates 

in South Africa and around the globe   

joined the panel discussion virtually. 

This year the summit aims to attract 

more speakers from countries that 

were not represented in the previous 

summit and will be bringing in a twist of 

Masterclasses on Leadership and 

Investor Readiness, putting the 

spotlight on a few companies.  With 

the 2021 summit hosts, Ms Kelebogile 

Molopyane, CEO of AB4IR and 

Founding Director for Drone Council 

South Africa, Kim James, Speaker, 

Author and CUASSA Exco Member 

and Ms Salu Yekela, Founder & Chair - 

Funds For Women; Business Mentors 

Panel -The Innovation Hub. 

W-WIITS programme will discuss and 

address issues of gender parities in the 

ICT sector and unpack the following 

topics over the two days: 

• Representation of Women in 

Drones 

• Role of private sector in 

developing and supporting 

women in ICT  

 

• How to grow more female leaders 

in the tech space  

• Women in gaming and animation 

• Mentorship and coaching 

Knowledge vs. Capacity Building. 

• Trends in the 4IR Space 

• Angel investment VS Venture 

Capital Investment and Funding 

for Women entrepreneurs 

” I am excited about the line-up of 

speakers that will be participating in the 

2021 summit, phenomenal women who 

will be gathering to discuss what it will 

take to bridge the digital gender divide 

in the ICT sector. As digital transformation 

affects economies, it is important that 

we come together to discuss strategies 

to make sure that women are provided 

with opportunities to participate and 

take up space in the ICT sector, secure 

funding for their businesses, secure 

board positions and gain the recognition 

they deserve; says Kele Molopyane”, 

CEO of AB4IR. 

The Summit is open to all; kindly click 

here www.w-wiits.com for more 

information on the Summit and the 

programme for the day including the list 

of speakers or alternatively 

visit www.ab4ir.org. 

http://www.w-wiits.com/
http://www.ab4ir.org.za/
mailto:ingridm@ab4ir.org
http://www.w-wiits.com/
http://www.ab4ir.org/
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Digify Africa in partnership with AB4IR is excited to 

announce the Digify PRO #CampusEdition 

 

Congratulations to the inaugural DigifyPro campus edition cohort of 15 students that 

are receiving training on digital marketing. The course started on 6 July 2021 and will 

be going on for the next 2 weeks where the 15 selected students are well on their way 

to acquire their Facebook Marketing Association Certificate.  

 

The AB4IR team spoke to 2 participants to get their inputs on how everything is going 

so far for them, and this is what they had to say: 

Rebaone Nthate  
(Tshwane South TVET Collage student) 

“I am grateful to the AB4IR team for encouraging me to join 

because I hope to use what I have learned to better my 

chances to get into the ICT sector for my own business one 

day. I’m happy with what we’ve been exposed to 

particularly with the IBM Africa link that they gave us.” 

 

 

 
 

 

Orateng Ntsudisane  
(Tshwane South TVET Collage student) 

“I am happy that I the opportunity to join and got to learn 

new skills from an application that she has been using for a 

long time. I find the courses to be very informative and nice 

especially with the lecturer, he tends to go beyond what he 

needs to do to get us all on the same page. I don’t regret 

joining because now I know how to use the Facebook 

Analytics to my advantage.”   
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Technology  

LG launches high-tech, air-purifying face mask with 

built-in mic and speaker 

 
 

LG Electronics has unveiled a high-tech, air-purifying face mask with a built-in mic and 

speaker that gently amplifies you voice while keeping proper air flow. 

 

Named LG PuriCare Wearable Air Purifier, the face mask delivers enhanced 

performance with a smaller, lighter and more efficient motor. Weighing in at only 94 

grams, the device can be worn comfortably up to eight hours with its 1,000mA battery 

that gets recharged in two hours with a USB cable, the company said in a statement. 

LG was yet to reveal the price of the face mask. 

 

The mask's ergonomic design minimises air leakage around the nose and chin to 

create a tight but comfortable seal for hours. 

 

            

https://www.iol.co.za/technology/gadgets/lg-launches-high-tech-air-

purifying-face-mask-with-built-in-mic-and-speaker-ee9af8fa-c41a-4634-8933-

5888a23a54a4 

https://www.lg.com/hk_en/puricare/lg-ap300awfa  

https://www.iol.co.za/technology/gadgets/lg-launches-high-tech-air-purifying-face-mask-with-built-in-mic-and-speaker-ee9af8fa-c41a-4634-8933-5888a23a54a4
https://www.iol.co.za/technology/gadgets/lg-launches-high-tech-air-purifying-face-mask-with-built-in-mic-and-speaker-ee9af8fa-c41a-4634-8933-5888a23a54a4
https://www.iol.co.za/technology/gadgets/lg-launches-high-tech-air-purifying-face-mask-with-built-in-mic-and-speaker-ee9af8fa-c41a-4634-8933-5888a23a54a4
https://www.lg.com/hk_en/puricare/lg-ap300awfa
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Gaming 
SA eSports athlete makes history as he prepares to 

compete at upcoming FIFAe World Cup  

 

Johannesburg - eSports athlete Julio ‘Beast’ Bianchi is honoured to be representing 

South Africa at the upcoming official FIFAe World Cup (#FeWC) in London. The 23-

year-old made FIFA history by being the first South African to qualify and compete in 

the prestigious gaming tournament, which will be held in the UK later this year. 

He told The Saturday Star - “It feels unreal to know that I’ve qualified to compete in 

the FIFAe World Cup – the biggest event on the Fifa calendar. Being the first South 

African and African to ever qualify for this prestigious event is something I’m still so 

excited and grateful about. 

Bianchi, a former semi-pro footballer who also received a spot in the Forbes 30 under 

30 Class of 2021, will be competing in the tournament under his team, Goliath Gaming. 

https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/sa-esports-athlete-makes-history-as-he-

prepares-to-compete-at-upcoming-fifae-world-cup-67062e78-5286-44e9-a631-

4da6043d2ff0 

  

https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/sa-esports-athlete-makes-history-as-he-prepares-to-compete-at-upcoming-fifae-world-cup-67062e78-5286-44e9-a631-4da6043d2ff0
https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/sa-esports-athlete-makes-history-as-he-prepares-to-compete-at-upcoming-fifae-world-cup-67062e78-5286-44e9-a631-4da6043d2ff0
https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/sa-esports-athlete-makes-history-as-he-prepares-to-compete-at-upcoming-fifae-world-cup-67062e78-5286-44e9-a631-4da6043d2ff0
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Goliath Gaming FIFA player feature in Forbes Africa 

30 Under 30 Class of 2021! 

 

Thabo “Yvng Savage” Moloi (19) from Johannesburg is a 

competitive FIFA player for Goliath Gaming and the first 

Red Bull esports athlete on the African continent. Yvng 

Savage broke out onto the competitive FIFA scene in 2018 

and has gone on to win numerous local FIFA tournaments 

since. He ended the FIFA20 season as #1 on PS4 in SA and 

#73 in the world on PS4 in the official FIFA20 rankings. In 2019 

Yvng Savage made history when he was announced as the 

first Red Bull esports athlete on the African continent.  

In April 2020 he captained the official eBafana Bafana FIFA 

squad in the FIFA eNations Stay and Play Cup, with team 

mates Cassper Nyovest, Sibusiso Vilakazi and Kagiso 

Rabada. In April 2021, he qualified once again to form part 

of the South African national FIFA squad. Yvng Savage is 

currently ranked #4 in South Africa on the official FIFA21 

Global Series Leaderboard. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/YvngSavage0402
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Animation 
The real meaning of OTAKU 

Nowadays, the use of the term Otaku denotes a person 

with a strong passion for a particular theme, topic, 

hobby, or form of entertainment. It is usually related to 

a negative sentiment as an otaku person is often 

unable to relate to reality or to create connection with 

his/her peers. The word entered English as a loanword 

from the Japanese culture and it is commonly 

interchanged with the term’s ‘nerd’ and ‘geek’. 

 

From which word is the term Otaku derived? 

The term Otaku derives from the Japanese language 

and identifies another person’s house. In its original 

meaning, the word Otaku has a metaphorical value, and it is used in an honorific 

speech as a second-person pronoun. In fact, this usage the word ‘Otaku‘ has the 

literal translation of ‘you’. 

What is the difference between Otaku and Nerd? 

In the common language, the terms ‘Otaku‘ and ‘Nerd‘ can be used as synonyms. 

Since these two words come from two very different cultures (‘Nerd’ from American 

culture and ‘Otaku’ from Japanese one), the connotation of the two words can have 

a slightly different meaning. If the speaker is an American or European native, the term 

‘Otaku’ may specifically mean a deep or obsessive interest in anime and manga. On 

the other hand, according to Japan mindset, an otaku person would be interested in 

one particular anime series or one particular sub-genre; the term covers any obsessive 

hobby.  

How many types of Otaku exists? 

In order to prove that the term Otaku does not refer specifically to an anime/manga-

oriented person, we provide a list of the most common Otaku types. 

• Anime 

• Manga 

• Gamer 

• Figure/Figurine 

• Cosplay 

• Idol 

https://www.presticebdt.com/the-real-otaku-meaning-5-facts-anime-and-

manga/#What_is_the_meaning_of_Otaku   

https://www.presticebdt.com/the-real-otaku-meaning-5-facts-anime-and-manga/#What_is_the_meaning_of_Otaku
https://www.presticebdt.com/the-real-otaku-meaning-5-facts-anime-and-manga/#What_is_the_meaning_of_Otaku
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News around Africa 
Nigeria’s apex bank chooses open source 

blockchain 

 

The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has disclosed that it’ll launch the pilot scheme of its 

digital currency on October 1, 2021. According to TheCable, CBN revealed this during 

a private webinar with stakeholders on Thursday, July 22, 2021.  The apex bank 

announced earlier on June 10, 2021, that it would launch a pilot scheme for its digital 

currency before the end of the year.  
Rakiya Mohammed, CBN Director of Information Technology, said, “Before the end of 

the year, the Central Bank will be making a special announcement and possibly 

launching a pilot scheme in order to be able to provide this kind of currency to the 

populace.” The Director also revealed that the project tagged GIANT will run on the 

Hyperledger Fabric Blockchain.  

https://techpoint.africa/2021/07/23/cbn-digital-currency-launch/  

  

https://techpoint.africa/2021/07/23/cbn-digital-currency-launch/
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Google partners Maliyo Games to train 500 African 

mobile game developers 

 

As Google’s interest in Africa’s tech talent pool deepens, the tech giant has partnered 

with Nigerian-founded game development studio, Maliyo Games, to open 

applications for a mobile game developer training program. Called GameUpAfrica 

Bootcamp, the program is available to interested individuals in Kenya, Ghana, and 

Nigeria.  

The applications, which opened on Monday, July 19, 2021, and closes by August 2, 

2021, will offer developers planning to build a career in game development access 

to mentorship and relevant tools. Selected applicants will go through a virtual training 

program from August 16, 2021, to December 23, 2021, where they will learn to refine, 

package, and develop Android games.  

Being a project-based learning program, by the end of the training period, successful 

participants will be evaluated based on the completion of the curriculum and ability 

to publish a game on the Google Play Store successfully. Participants will pass through 

three levels of training, themed: Game Development Fundamentals, succeed on the 

Play Store, and publish your first game. The successful completion of one level 

validates moving to the next level. 

 

https://techpoint.africa/2021/07/21/google-maliyo-games-bootcamp/   

https://techpoint.africa/2021/07/21/google-maliyo-games-bootcamp/


   Ab4ir   @ab4ir_sa  @AB4IR_sa   Ab4ir 

News around the world  
Microsoft Introducing a new era of hybrid personal 

computing: the Windows 365 Cloud PC 

 

As some regions begin to make their way out of the challenges and disruption of the 

past 18 months, we’re seeing a new world of work emerge. Organizations everywhere 

have transformed themselves through virtual processes and remote collaboration. 

And as people embrace hybrid work—with people returning to the office, continuing 

to work from home, or some mix of the two—things will be different all over again. 

The ability to work whenever, however, and wherever it’s needed has become the 

new normal. All employees want technology that’s familiar, easy to use, and available 

across devices. And in the most complex cybersecurity environment we’ve ever seen, 

businesses need a solution that helps their employees collaborate, share, and create 

while also keeping their data safe and secure.  

We have an opportunity to design the tools that will empower this new world of hybrid 

work with a new perspective—and the power and security of the cloud.   

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2021/07/14/introducing-a-

new-era-of-hybrid-personal-computing-the-windows-365-cloud-pc/  

  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2021/07/14/introducing-a-new-era-of-hybrid-personal-computing-the-windows-365-cloud-pc/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2021/07/14/introducing-a-new-era-of-hybrid-personal-computing-the-windows-365-cloud-pc/
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